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Research Scientist Position in Seismology and Geodynamics, Observatorio Nacional-MCT,Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

A position is available for an experienced and dynamic seismologist at the Observatorio Nacional-MCT, on a 5-year contract basis, to develop and conduct high-quality research in seismology of relevance to understanding crustal and upper mantle dynamics and geohazards in Brazil.  The annual salary range is 80,000-100,000 US Dollar Equivalent, depending on qualification and experience.

Observatorio Nacional-MCT is a premier research institute and houses a newly established National Equipment Pool whose vast instrument collection includes sixty broadband seismometers, 340 high-frequency single-component seismometers, 20 broadband magnetotelluric systems, 3 absolute gravity stations, 5 Scintrex autograv systems, and Overhauser magnetometers. The pool is supported by a well-equipped workshop and advanced parallel computing facilities.

A major project in geodynamics and geohazards has just been funded by government and energy industry. The project involves creating quantitative models of the crust and upper mantle for geodynamic studies in Brazil and offshore micro-fracture mapping of relevant to geohazards and petroleum resource exploration in Brazil. We seek a candidate with experience in seismic network operation and simulation of seismic wave propagation to generate synthetic data for comparisons with observations, and who has written manuscripts in these or related fields.

The main responsibilities of the candidate are: (1) Implementation of a broadband seismographic network in Brazil, including 12 onshore stations, 6 Ocean bottom seismometers and 4-5 island stations; (2) implementation of satellite data transmission; (3) implementation of all software for processing ‘real-time’ seismological data and estimation of relevant subsurface models; (4) production of regular seismic activity bulletins.

Applicants must have a Ph.D in seismology and about 5 years post-doctoral experience. The candidate can start as soon as possible; we prefer an early start (January- March 2011) to permit involvement in site selection and setting up all seismological installations planned at the early stage of this project.

There is opportunity to collaborate with other researchers in our multidisciplinary team of geodynamicists, seismologists and electromagneticians.

Apply electronically by sending a cover letter briefly stating research interests and CV, which includes a publication list and contact information for at least 3 referees.

Applications should be received prior to January 10, 2011 to receive full consideration. Selection will continue until the position is filled.

Send formal or informal inquiries to:

Prof. Sergio L. Fontes,Director, Observatorio Nacional-MCT, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (sergio@on.br). For more information, visit www.on.br

